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UNIT –I 

(Definition of Research – Types of Research – Literary and Scientific Research- Philosophy 

of Research- Preliminary Study, Choosing a Viable Topic, Primary and Secondary 

Sources) 

OBJECTIVE TYPES QUESTIONS: 

1. Research is ---------.  

a) Searching again and again 

b) Finding solution to any problem. 

c) Working in a scientific way to search for truth of any problem 

d) None of the above  

2. Which of the following is the first step in starting the research process? 

 a) Searching sources of information to locate problem  

 b) Survey of related literature 

 c) Identification of problem 

 d) Searching for solution to the problem 

3. A common test in research demands much priority on---- 

 a) Reliability      b) Usability 

 c) Objectivity      d) All the above  

4. Action research means---------. 

 a) A longitudinal research 

 b) An applied research 

 c) A research initiated to solve an immediate problem 

d) A research with socio-economic objective 

5. A reasoning where we start with certain particular statements and conclude with a 

universal statement is called-------. 

 a) Deductive Reasoning    b) Inductive Reasoning  

 c) Abnormal Reasoning     `d) Transcendental Reasoning 

6. Which of the following variables cannot be expressed in qualitative terms? 

 a) Socio-economic status    b) Marital status 

 c) Numerical aptitude     d) Professional attitude 

7. The essentially quality of a researcher are  

 a) Spirit of free enquiry 

 b) Reliance o observation and evidence 

 c) Systematization or theorizing of knowledge  



 d) All the above    

8. In the process of conducting research ‘formulation of Hypothesis’ is followed by----- . 

 a) Statement of objectives  

b)  Analysis of data 

c) Selection of Research tools 

d) Collection of data 

9. A research paper is a report of research work based on ----------. 

 a) Primary data only  

 b) Secondary data only  

 c) Both primary and secondary data 

 d) none of the above 

10. Conference proceeding are considered as -------- documents. 

 a) Conventional    b) Primary   

 c) Secondary      d)tertiary 

11. A researcher attempts to evaluate the effects of methods feeding on anxiety-proneness 

children. Which method of research would be appropriate for this? 

 a) Experimental method     b) Expost-Facto-method 

  c) Survey method      d) Case study method 

12. Which of the case of activities best indicate the cyclic nature of action research 

strategy? 

 a) reflect, observe, plan, act    b) b) observe, act, reflect, plan 

 c) act, plan, observe, reflect    d) Plan, Act, Observe, reflect 

  

13. The data of research is -----------. 

 a) Qualitative only      b) Quantitative only 

 c) Both (a) and (b)      d) neither (a) nor (b) 

13. Thesis statement is --------. 

 a) A Fact         b) A discussion 

 c) An assertion      d) An observation 

14.  Books and records are the primary source of data in------. 

 a) Clinical research      b) Historical research 

 c) Laboratory research     d) participatory research 

15. Which of the following is not the method of research? 

 a)survey       b) historical  

 c) Observation      d) philosophical  

16. The main characteristic of scientific research is-----. 

 a) Empirical       b) Theoretical  

 c) Experimental       d) All the above 

 

 



17. Which of the following is classified in the category of the developmental research? 

 a) Action research       b) Descriptive research  

 c) Philosophical research      d) All the above 

18. The principles of fundamental research are used in----. 

 a) Action research       b) Descriptive research  

 c) Philosophical research      d) Applied research  

19.  Action research is -------. 

 a) An applied research      b) Simulative research 

 c) A Longitudinal research       d) a research carried out to solve immediate problems 

20. Which one of the following is a research tools? 

 a) graph       b) diagram 

 c) Illustration       d) Questionnaire 

 

TWO MARKS QUESTIONS: 

1. Define: Research.  

Research is the systematic investigation into and study of materials and sources in order 

to establish facts and reach new conclusions. 

2. Define: Primary Research. 

 Primary research is defined as a methodology used by researchers to collect data directly, 

rather than depending on data collected from previously done research. Primary research is 

solely carried out to address a certain problem, which requires in-depth analysis.  

3. Write a note on Philosophy of Research. 

 A Research Philosophy is a belief about the way in which data analyzed and used. The 

term epistemology (what is known to be true) as opposed to doxology (what is believed to be 

true) encompasses the various philosophies of research approach.  

4. What is Scientific Research? 

  Scientific Research is a logical and systematic search for new and useful information on 

a particular topic. It is the systematic investigation of scientific theories and hypotheses. A 

hypothesis is a single assertion, a proposed explanation of something based on available 

knowledge, for something yet to be explained.  

5.  What is scientific research process? 

 That procedure is commonly called the scientific method and consists of the following 

eight steps: observation, asking questions, gathering information, forming a hypothesis, testing 

the hypothesis, making conclusions, reporting, and evaluating. 



6. What is secondary research with examples? 

 Secondary research is based on already published data and information gathered from 

other conducted studies. It is a common practice by researchers to conduct secondary research 

before primary research in order to determine what information is not already available. 

 Examples: textbooks, encyclopedias, news articles, review articles, and meta analyses. 

7. What is meant by primary source? 

 Primary source are documents, images or artifacts that provide firsthand testimony or 

direct evidence concerning an historical topic under research investigation. Primary sources are 

original documents created or experienced contemporaneously with the event being researched.  

Examples: original documents such as diaries, speeches, manuscripts, letters, interviews, records, 

eyewitness accounts, autobiographies. Empirical scholarly works such as research articles, 

clinical reports, case studies, dissertations. Creative works are poetry, music, video, photography. 

8. What is a Literary Research? 

 The first thing to think about is that ‘Literary’ relates to Literature. Research usually 

means finding something new; a substance, a formula, or an invention. So, literary research 

means finding something new within a literary work.  

9. What is research according to Clifford Woody? 

 According to Clifford Woody, research comprises defining and redefining problems, 

formulating hypothesis or suggested solutions, collecting, organizing and evaluating data, 

making deductions and further testing the conclusion whether they fit into formulating 

hypothesis.  

10. What are the two major types of research? 

 The two basic research approaches are qualitative and quantitative research. Both types 

have different purposes. 

11. What are the characteristic of a good research tool? 

 There are mainly three characteristic of a good research tool. These include validity, 

reliability, and usability. In selecting tools for collecting data a researcher should evaluate them 

in term of these characteristics. 

12. What is Qualitative Research?  

 Qualitative Research is defined as a market research method that focuses obtaining data 

through open-ended and conversational communication. This method is not only about ‘What’ 



people think but also ‘why’ they think so. It is a kind of research that rely on unstructured and 

non- numerical data. 

13. What is research design and it’s significant?  

A research design is a framework or blueprint for conducting the marketing research 

project. It details the procedures necessary for obtaining the information needed to structure or 

solve marketing research problems.  

 

PARAGRAPH  

1. Explain: Literary Research. 

 Research in English literature concentrates on all literary productions written originally in 

the English language. It is a vast field including English literature written in different countries. 

Literary research is based on scientific approach which ‘require research skills and methods, 

engaging with literary theory and practice, analyzing and interpreting resources and identifying 

new fields of study, just as in any other area of research’ there is a wide variety of research 

possibilities in literature—studies based on individual authors, comparative study, historical and 

socio- cultural studies, intertextuality, and thematic studies. ‘Researchers need to get to grips 

with the history of textual scholarship, on both an intellectual and a material level. The history of 

book’s production can shed light upon its meaning, critical reception and reader attitudes, and 

their development over time’. 

 Literary research is analytic in nature. It involves a thorough search of the written 

materials. The researcher has to dedicate himself to the discovery of truth, ‘what literary 

masterpieces really say’. Analysing and interpreting is literary a literary text, in order to find out 

the truth, is not very simple. It requires a thorough understanding of the life of the author as well 

as the different aspects of the text.  Every literary work is the product of an individual’s 

imagination and intellect. Various external factors go into the making of a text, which once 

explored and exposed, acquires new dimensions and new meanings. Knowledge of the 

authorship lights him on his way. 

  The researcher must have a thorough knowledge of the age, the intellectual, social and 

social and cultural atmosphere of the epoch, the connection to the past, the current standards of 

taste, which affect the form and content of the text. 

 Researches use the inductive approach (from specific and particular to generalized 

knowledge) or the deductive approach (from the general to the specific or particular).  

 Literary research has four main objectives: 

 i) Advancement of knowledge 



 ii) Broadening the mind and sharpening the critical insight of the researcher 

 iii) Creation of a genuine and intelligent interest in literature 

iv)Inculcation of the sense that the researcher is a member of a collaborative community. 

Every researcher has followed the ten steps given below: 

1. Choosing the topic  

2. Finding relevant sources 

3. Evaluating the sources  

4. Developing a thesis statement and working outline 

5. Collecting the primary and secondary materials 

6. Organizing the materials 

7. Writing the first draft 

8. Revising the draft 

9. Documentation the sources  

10. Preparing the final draft and proofreading 

2. Explain about various author’s views of Research.      

             

 Research in common parlance refers to a search for knowledge. Once can also define research as 

a scientific and systematic search for pertinent information on a specific topic. In fact, research is an art of 

scientific investigation. The Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English lays down the meaning of 

research as “a careful investigation or inquiry specially through search for new facts in any branch of 

knowledge.” Redman and Mory define research as a “systematized effort to gain new knowledge.”  Some 

people consider research as a movement, a movement from the known to the unknown. It is actually a 

voyage of discovery. 

 According to Clifford Woody research comprises defining and redefining problems, formulating 

hypothesis or suggested solutions; collecting, organising and evaluating data; making deductions and 

reaching conclusions; and at last carefully testing the conclusions to determine whether they fit the 

formulating hypothesis.  

D. Slesinger and M. Stephenson in the Encyclopedia of Social Sciences define research as “the 

manipulation of things, concepts or symbols for the purpose of generalising to extend, correct or verify 

knowledge, whether that knowledge aids in construction of theory or in the practice of an art.”  

 

 

 



ESSAY:  

1.  Write an essay on selecting the topic. 

 A good beginning in research is in selecting a viable and clearly defined topic. 

The training whish the researcher has received in the college must have equipped him 

with a general understanding of broader areas. Now he is going to specialise in one such 

area. To put it in other words, when the researcher begins his works, he may have just a 

vague idea of broader area where his may lies- the genre, the age, the period, the author.  

 Exploratory reading need not be done by taking elaborate notes. The purpose 

here is to form an overview of a subject leading to a manageable topic. This introductory 

reading in primary sources, journal, and reference works of subject enough information is 

available for a particular topic. 

   

    Literature 

 

 

American Literature     English Literature  

         

  Twentieth century      Twentieth century 

            

           Drama `             fiction  

 

            

  Tennessee Williams     D.H Lawrence  

             

             

  Southern Influence     Contemporary reception    

 

 Topics with broader scope that cover too much material represent the most common 

difficulty for researchers. Moreover, these topics do not have any special focus. Depending upon 

his interest the researcher has to narrow down the scope. 

  If the subject chosen is too limited in scope, the researcher is in an equal trouble.  The 

researcher must be careful, when he considers choosing a technical topic. Any topic that requires 

a perfect learning if an entire discipline’s worth of concepts and terms may overwhelm him. A 

mere understanding of English composition or certain language skills will not equip him to 

assess the function of structuralism in twentieth century literary criticism. Topics which cannot 

be adequately presented and evaluated from the available data need not be chosen.  

 Topic that can be well researched from only one source must be avoided. Similarly 

research topic should not call for a simple recounting of a chronological sequence of events, 

which can be easily drawn from one source. Biographical topics attempting to recount the fact of 

person’s life also belong to the same category; the topic must always be critical in nature and not 

merely factual. Value judgment is a must. 

 Mere subjective topics that do not that do not require the researcher opinions are not 

suitable research topics. A researcher’s opinion about the method of teaching English in his 



department, college, when presented well, may make an interesting essay. But to make it a 

research work he must study how English is being taught in other college. 

  

 Certain controversial topics may give rise to a variety of opinions and facts which can be 

organized systematically, summarized and evaluated. But in the process the researcher should 

not be drawn into an issue so much that he loses his ability to be objective.  

 Insignificant topics must be avoided. A thesis must be a contribution to the sum total of 

human knowledge. It must be meaningful and illuminate an aspect of literature. 

 Much familiar topics may be avoided. Of course, depending upon the freshness of the 

approach such topics could be made fresh again. The valuable guidance a researcher receives 

from his research supervisor from the very first step of choosing the topic rather indispensible. 

Hence, when a scholar chooses a particular topic, he must ensure that area or at least in that area 

is available. 

 Literary facilities are quite essential particularly for literary researchers. There is no 

meaning in selecting a particular topic, if the researcher has to spend years in searching for his 

primary or secondary sources. A library meant for researcher must have all the required matter 

on a particular writer or a subject. 

 

 

 

2. Briefly explain types of research sources. 

  

 There are two kinds of research sources. 

  1)  Primary Sources 

  2) Secondary Sources 

Primary sources: 

 Primary sources consist of materials that are the original sources of information for the 

topic and thereafter they are of primary importance in researching the topic. Broadly divided 

they include the following:  

 1) The original works of writer, the primary source material for a thesis on a poet would 

be his poems, letters, diaries, essays, autobiography and other such writing by him. 

2) Monographs being a separate treatise on one particular subject a monograph can give 

copious information about the chosen subject.  

 3) Doctoral dissertations on the subject or the author chosen for study.  

 4. Memoirs: ex Aini-i- Akbari. 

 5) First hand information gathered through investigation and experimentation using 

various techniques of collecting data like interview, questionnaires and schedules, and reports of 

eyewitnesses. 

6) Proceeding of parliaments 

7) Court judgments 

8) Reports of governmental departments and agencies 

9) Minutes of meeting and periodical reports 

 

 

 

 



Secondary sources: 

Secondary sources consist of the following:  

             

 1) Interpretations ad comments about primary sources 

 2) Translation, summaries, and review,  

 3) Articles contained in encyclopedia  

 4) Information contained in all types of dictionaries, Yearbooks, almanacs, and variety of 

other such sources  

 5) Guide books, periodical  

 

  

Tertiary sources:  

 There are also tertiary sources- the digest of or commentary on, the anthropologist’s 

report. Such source may have no direct but indirect bearing on the field of study. However, they 

can be useful in providing an over view or a broad summary of the field.     

To a researcher both the primary and secondary sources are essential. Secondary sources are 

useful in obtaining a broad overview of the topic of research. A good and comprehensive review 

of a work on a giving topic gives the researcher the basic ideas, research concerns and exposure 

to problems while researching the topic. The secondary source is also useful in identifying the 

key references. Yet, there are some problems due to which a researcher may not be able to 

depend upon secondary sources totally. He can never be quite sure that the text writer or 

reviewer was reflecting the information accurately from the original source. Besides, a review 

can be much abbreviated, biased and slanted. 

 To attend familiarity with first-hand information and to check out biases and distortions, 

the researcher must rely fully on primary sources. An original work of an author is reliable and 

indispensible. No doubt, a scholarly interpretation, but, it cannot always complete a correct 

interpretation. Internal evidences gathered through a deligent study of primary sources are 

sources are more important than the opinions of other people.  

 The latest editions of secondary sources like general encyclopedias and dictionaries 

contain the recent scholarship. Unless there is need to know a particular trend of thought which 

prevailed in an earlier period, one should always refer to a recent edition. Yearbooks containing 

factual information about events of each year will be quite useful to know about the important 

events of a particular year.  

 The reference section of a good library will offer the researcher an easy access to kinds of 

periodical indexes, technical dictionaries, special encyclopedia which might contain rich 

information about the special field of study. The researcher has read, reviewed, synthesised, and 

built into and on all previous relevant work. He has now reaches the frontier of knowledge on the 

chosen topic so that he can delve into unknown and unexpected areas. 

 

 

 



3. Write an essay on types of research. 

The basic types of research are as follows: 

 Primary research is defined as a methodology used by researchers to collect data 

directly, rather than depending on data collected from previously done research. Primary 

research is solely carried out to address a certain problem, which requires in-depth analysis. 

Secondary research involves the summary, collation and/ or, synthesis of existing research. 

Secondary research is contrasted with primary research in that primary research involves the 

generation of data, whereas secondary research uses primary research sources as a source of data 

for analysis. 

 i) Descriptive vs. Analytical research: Descriptive research includes surveys and fact-

finding enquiries of different kinds. The major purpose of descriptive research is description of 

the state of affairs as it exists at present. In social science and business research quite often use 

the term Ex-Post-Facto research for descriptive research studies.  

 Most Ex- post- Facto studies projects are used for descriptive studies in which the 

researcher seeks to measure such items as, for examples frequency of shopping, preference of 

people, or similar data. 

 In analytical research, on the other hand, the researcher has to use facts or information 

already available, and analyze these to make a critical evaluation of the material. 

ii) Applied vs. Fundamental:  

        Applied research aims at finding a solution for an immediate problem facing a society or 

an industrial/ business organization, whereas fundamental research is mainly concerned with 

generalizations and with the formulation of a theory. 

ii) Quantitative vs. Qualitative:   

Qualitative research is based on the quantitative measurements of some characteristic. It 

is applicable to phenomena that can be expressed in terms of quantities. Qualitative research, on 

the other hand, is concerned with qualitative phenomenon, i.e., phenomena relating to or 

involving quality or kind. Qualitative research is specially important in the behaviour.  

iii) Conceptual vs. Empirical: Conceptual research is that related to some abstract ideas or 

theory. It is generally used by philosopher and thinkers to develop new concepts or to reinterpret 

existing ones. On the other hand, empirical research relies on experience or observation alone, 

often without due regard for system and theory. It is data-based research, coming up with 

conclusions without due regard for system and theory. 

iv) Some other types of research:  



 Research can be field- setting research or laboratory or simulation research, depending 

upon the environment in which it is to be carried out. Research can as well be understood as 

clinical or diagnostic research. Such research follows case- study methods in depth approaches to 

reach the basic casual relations. 

Historical research is that which utilize historical sources like documents, remains, etc. 

to study event or ideas of the past, including the philosophy of persons and groups at any remote 

point of time. Research can also be classified as conclusion-oriented and decision- oriented.  

While doing conclusion-oriented research, a researcher is free to pick up a problem, 

redesign the enquiry as he proceeds and is prepared to conceptualize as he wishes. Decision 

oriented research is always for the need of decision maker and the researcher in this case is not 

free to embark upon research according to his own inclination. 

  

3. Explain about characteristic of the scientific method of research. 

 A scientific research begins with a single carefully observed event and progresses 

ultimately to the formulation of theories and laws. 

 A theory is set of related presents a systematic view of phenomena by specifying 

relationships among concepts. 

Researchers develop theories by searching for pattern uniformity to explain their data. When 

relationships among variables are invariant under given conditions, researchers may formulate a 

law. 

A law statement of fact meant to explain, in concise terms, an action or set of actions that is 

accepted to be true and universal. 

 Both theories and laws help researchers search for and explain consistency in behaviour, 

situation, and phenomena. Five basic characteristic, distinguish the scientific method from other 

methods of knowing. 

 1) Scientific research is public: Advances require freely available information. 

Researchers cannot plea private knowledge, method, or data in arguing for the accuracy of their 

findings; scientific research information must be freely communicated from one researcher to 

another. Researchers therefore must take great in their published reports to include information 

on sampling methods, measurements, and data gathering procedures. This process of 

republication allows for correction and verification of previous research findings. 

 2. Science is objective:  science tries to rule out eccentricities of judgment by 

researchers. When a study is conducted, explicit rules and procedures are developed and the 

researcher is bound to follow them.  

 3. Science is empirical: researchers are concerned with a world that know is knowable 

and potential measurable. Operational definitions are important in science, and a brief 

introduction requires some backtracking. 



 4. Science is systematic and cumulative: A small researchers always use previous 

studies as building blocks for their own work. One of the first steps in conducting research is to 

review the available scientific literature on the topic so that the current study will draw on the 

heritage of the past research. 

 5. Science is predictive: Science is concerned with related the present to the future. In 

fact, scientists strive to develop theories because, among other reasons, they are useful in 

predicting behavior.  

 

 


